'One of a kind' campus at Marygrove to offer 'cradle to
career' programs
Lori Higgins, Detroit Free Press
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The Detroit Public Schools Community District is opening a K12 school on the Marygrove College campus
next year — and it's unlike any other school the district has operated. In fact, it could be a oneofakind in the
nation.
For one, the school — approved by the Detroit Board of Education during a meeting Tuesday night — will be
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part of a unique "cradle to career" campus geared toward people from birth through college and careers.
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What does that involve?
An early childhood center funded by a philanthropic partner, with programs aligned to K12 education. A news

conference is scheduled for Thursday to provide details. Chalkbeat Detroit (https://chalkbeat.org/posts/detroit/2018/08/24/acuttingedge
teachertrainingprogramiscomingtodetroitsmaindistrictandmarygrovecollege/) identified the partner as the Kresge Foundation.
A K12 school run by the Detroit Public Schools Community District. The district would hire and fund staff, and lease the space housing the
school for no more than $1 a year.
The district will partner with the University of Michigan, which will operate a teacher residency program for wouldbe teachers that will operate
more like a medical school — and provide a pipeline of trained teachers for the district. Under the medical school model,
(https://www.chalkbeat.org/posts/detroit/2018/08/24/acuttingedgeteachertrainingprogramiscomingtodetroitsmaindistrictand
marygrovecollege/) new teachers, after student teaching alongside veteran educators, will remain at the school for three more years for
more training while helping newer teachers learn the ropes.
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Few details of the plan were discussed during Tuesday's meeting. But materials that were included as part of the agenda provide some hints:
"The school's focus will be social justice and leadership through engineering," the materials say. "The school will thrive to serve neighborhood students
while offering seats to students outside of the area," likely through an exam and/or application process.
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The only board member to comment about it was Sonya Mays, who chairs the board's finance committee. She said she wanted to commend
Superintendent Nikolai Vitti for the partnership "because I know it was not an easy get."
"I'm really excited that we're doing something innovative at this new school," Mays said.
Chrystal Wilson, spokeswoman for the Detroit school district, said "if this goes the way that it has been planned ... what I can say is that it will be a state
ofthe art program and partnership and it will be one of a kind nationwide."
Wilson said the partnership that ties the three entities has been in the works for about a year. She said "community engagement" sessions will begin in
October to seek input.
"Once we get input from the community, then we'll be able to move forward in understanding how many students will be enrolled, and the resources we'll
need at that point," Wilson said.
This partnership may breathe new life into Marygrove College, which announced a year ago that it would cease offering undergraduate programs. That
move was made in part because of steep declines in students. Enrollment for graduate and undergraduate programs peaked at 1,850 in 2013, but had
dropped to 966 in 2016.
Kresge has invested heavily in the northwest Detroit neighborhoods around Marygrove and has become deeply involved with the college.
The Free Press reported earlier this year that while faculty now teach most classes online, the college's physical campus has been deeded to a new
conservancy — one influenced by the values of the nuns of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, which founded the college in 1927 — and funded by Kresge.
Also in the board agenda materials, the district previewed what it hopes will come out of the partnership.
"As the District continues to improve enrollment, innovative and unique schools/programs are necessary to recruit and retain students and families," the
materials say. "This innovative school offers Detroit families with a unique traditional public school experience while addressing its human capital needs."
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